
French I & II  
Joanna Burlison – email : joannaburlison@mooreschools.com    
              

Bienvenue à la classe de français! 

Congratulations on choosing to take French!  Studying another language will give you 

great opportunities.  Not only will you be able to communicate in a world-wide language, 

but it will also open many more doors, and if continued until AP, it will look great on a 

college application.  It will also increase any higher paying jobs opportunities.  On a 

more immediate note, learning another language will better your English! 

During this year, we will learn the French language through the practice of 

reading, writing, speaking and listening.  We will also experience and learn 

different cultures. 

  

 

Class expectations 

-Come to class prepared every day. You should have your French binder, a writing 

utensil, some notebook paper and a good attitude . * 

-Be in your seat and ready for class when the bell rings. (2nd tardy = 1 unexcused absence - 

see school’s absence policy) 

-Be respectful of people and things *(most classroom materials and objects are the 

property of the school or of the teacher!) 

-Participate in a constructive and positive manner.  Learning a language is not easy, 

being positive and open-minded will help! * 

-Work well and complete work on time.* 

-Eating and chewing gum may interfere with good pronunciation, so they will not be 

permitted during class. * 

-Personal phones or other devices will only be used with teacher permission.  When not 

used for instructional purposes and with teacher permission, phones should not be 

heard or seen in class. *   

* These rules are part of your weekly class participation grade! * 

“To learn a language is to have 

one more window from which to 

look at the world.” 

 Mandarin proverb 



  Grades 

Students will be graded in the four areas of reading, writing, listening and 

speaking.  There will be three weighted categories.  

Daily work is the daily practice of the language.  This will include in-

class activities and/or homework, class participation, projects and a 

weekly exploration grade.  Daily practice of the language is crucial 

to language learning.  Most activities will occur in class with 

occasional finishing work for homework.  You should review past 

work, current or past vocabulary or grammar concept everyday (15 

minutes is best).  (see how to study for a language) 

Class participation is a weekly grade and is based on your 

willingness to positively participate in all facets of class, follow the 

class expectations, and use French as much as possible.  

Projects will mainly be used as cultural research or at the end of a 

unit.  A possible culminating project could occur at the end of the 

year. 

Weekly exploration is your chance to explore French outside of the 

classroom.  Each week you will show me in a short report of 

something you have seen, heard or read in the French world.  This 

can include songs, videos, using French learning apps, books, 

articles…. The purpose  

Assessments will come in a variety of ways.  There will be Friday 

quizzes most weeks over what we are currently covering.  All tests 

will be announced with at least a week notice and usually longer.  

Assessments will evaluate the students’ progress in all four areas: 

speaking, listening, writing and reading.   

The semester test and final are assessments at the end of each 

semester to see your proficiency in the language! 
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Materials 

This year, we will be using the “D’accord level 1 or 2” textbook and 

workbook.  The textbook will be an in-class set and will need permission 

to be removed from the classroom.  The workbook has written and 

listening activities that will be used in-class and at home if needed.  Lost textbooks and 

workbooks will need to be replaced at the student’s cost. 

 

 

Technology 

 

 

Language lab 

We will use the language lab to practice our speaking and listening skills with various 

activities.  We will also use it for testing purposes. 

 

Phones 

Phones can be useful and fun tools in the classroom.  We will use this tool in the 

classroom with reading sites and for other purposes.  During the class in general, 

phones should not be seen or heard unless the student has teacher permission or as a 

class activity.  Not having a phone in class will not hinder a student’s ability to 

participate and/or his/her grade. 

 

Apps and internet sites 

 

There are some good apps and internet sites out there for language learners.  I have 

put a list on the “How to study for a language” page.  I also will have a Quizlet page with 

all the vocabulary lists and grammar concepts that we will see this year.   

 

Students will be allowed to use phone and visit the sites or use the apps if they are 

finished with an activity, there is some down time, and they have the teacher’s 

permission.   

 

 

 



Late work 

  

 Late assignments will be accepted with a late penalty and a loss of 

points when turned in more than a day after the due date.    

 Deadlines will be given to turn in any missing work every so often.  No 

missing work will be accepted after those deadlines, unless for special 

circumstance and discussion with the teacher. 

 Tests and quizzes may not be missed due to not having turned in 

work unless there were two or more days of absence during the 

introduction of a concept (tests and quizzes are announced at least with 

one week notice).  Assessments below 70% may be retaken before or 

after school or during lunch after talking with the teacher and no longer 

than 2 weeks after the original test date. 

 

Behavior  

Students are expected to be on their best Behavior.  If behavior becomes an issue, the 

teacher will: 

1. Give the student a verbal warning 

2. Have a conference with the student 

3. Contact the student’s parent/guardian 

4. Give detention 

5. Contact principal 

*** Some circumstance may bypass some steps. 

 

Absence         

-Of course daily presence will always benefit learning, 

but things happen.  As per the student handbook, 

students have one day for each day of absence to make 

up work unless other arrangements have been made.   

-Students who will miss school due to sports or other school activities need to be 

responsible and get their work ahead of time and turn it in the following day.   

-It is the student’s responsibility to get any needed work. 

 



Supplies 

 

For this class you will need:  

- notebook paper either in a notebook or 

loose leaf in a binder 

- a folder or somewhere to keep papers and 

be able to easily find them in class 

- A writing utensil 

Also tissues and disinfecting wipes will be greatly appreciated – we like to keep our noses 

happy and be germs free as much as possible!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

           

“Those who know nothing 

of foreign languages know 

nothing of their own.”  

-Johann Wolfgang von 

Goeth 


